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In one of its such kind of programme in Meghalaya and North East India, the first
public engagement & felicitation ceremony was conducted today at the venue of Tura
Internet & Service Centre (TISC), a project of New Delhi based Digital Empowerment
Foundation, National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI), a Dept of IT (Govt. of India)
special agency, and with local support from the Member of Parliament, Tura.
Honb’ble Ms. Agatha Sangma, Union Minister of State for Rural Development &
Member of Parliament, Tura was the chief guest.

“Itis high time that youths in Tura & other parts of Meghalaya are also skilled in
advanced skills including IT & related skills like BPO. This is necessary for our youths
to join the mainstream job market & also take up new economic challenges,” said Ms.
Agatha Sangma. “ I am happy to know that the TISC project has come at the right
time for local Tura youths to get trained in advanced skills like web management,
wireless set up, BPO, Tally, computer skills, Digital literacy, English professional skills
development and others. We will continue to support such programmes in days to
come to train our local youths and link them with the employment market and other
external sectors outside Tura,” she added.

In his address, Mr. Osama Manzar, Founder Director, Digital Empowerment
Foundation & Member of Working Group of Internet Governance at Dept of IT (Govt.
of India), said, “ The TISC project is brought to Tura to fulfill the gaps in new skills
among Tura youths. We are here to know your skill gaps, understand them, introduce
new and need based programmes and equip you all to face the employment market
and other economic situations.” “ One of the important component of the project is to
introduce ICT services in Tura & surrounding locations like wireless connectivity
services, web training, multimedia skills, web services and other relevant services,”
he added. “ Already we have introduced and completed relevant trainings in this
regard. We have completed few bathches of BPO training, Wireless training, eNGO
training for local agencies in this regard,” he further added.

In his address, Mr. Rajiv Kumar, Scientist at National Internet Exchange of India
(NIXI), said, “ NIXI role has been to promote and establish Internet networks across
the country and to see that Internet Service Providers (ISPs) works better to serve
citizens better. We also support community programmes like the TISC project to
develop capacities of local youths and communities in ICT skills.”

About TISC

The centre is aimed at teaching basic and advanced livelihood, employment skills and
in entrepreneurship promotion catering to needs of Tura and surrounding areas and
its human resources using Information Communication Technology tools and



applications. Key programmes conducted in the past 6 months included - Rural BPO
training to 25 youths, Wireless training to 12 trainees, Digital Literacy training to 112
students, setting up of wireless network & eNGO capacity building training in IT tools
to 15 local organisations in Tura.

The project aims to train 2000 youths in various IT and soft skills in next 2 years.
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